Writers’ remark:

This text is written from the notes Sabina Jallow took during the three days of the meeting, and even though it sometimes might seem as persons are quoted, that might not be the case.
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I see means I understand/ the power of stories,
Maria Lantz opened the conference; we went to investigate cities, meeting people, living and building together, and today we are all here. A hundred years ago Sweden had slums, today Sweden is an important donor and has lobbied for equality for a long time. Anna Erlandson continued; to say “I see” has the meaning “I understand”, to see for your selves and to understand, transforming our investigations into networks that you can see and understand. We are here to see, to hear and to understand. We have the responsibility to form these words into action. Seeing is believing!
Thomas Melin from SIDA Urban, Sweden pointed out that the urbanisation that took 500 years in the western society are now taking place in the rest of the world, but within the time of 50 years. Rural-Urban interlines connect the countryside with the growing cities. Within the last 10 years poverty in the world has decreased, especially in rural areas, but in cities poverty is growing.  In Africa urbanisation is not decreasing poverty. Could you imagine a new Norrköping of slum is being created everyday, every year? I think 5-10% of the SIDA budget goes into urban areas. Why are the urban poor not included in the global sustainable development? We should change the global agenda and work with how cities should be run.
We live in the mediative world. If you just look at CNN your idea of what the world is doing becomes quite strange, Maria says. We need to make space for other stories. A story is weaving things together into situations and changes our ideas of the realities in the world today.
If we don’t tell you about the slum, you will never know it
 - Stories from Dharavi, Johannesburg, Manila, Lilongwe, Rio de Janeiro, Sao Palo, and elsewhere…
Housing close by the railway

Jockin Arphutam told us about 50 000 residential in Dharavi, Bombay, India who quietly stepped out in the streets to show their power and importance for the running of their city, (You tube?). Housing is three feet from the railway though we on the map can see that closely to this area there are free lands. Why can’t the dwellers relocate? I’m from the Railway slum dwellers organisation, we work with the verity  on a grass root level, a different experience.

Saving is about building trust

Evelyn Benekate started a collective saving together with the other women in Durban, South Africa. The savings founds projects where women deal with landlessness, homelessness and poverty instead of being passive housewives. The savings becomes an informal bank. The federation also provides the local government with correct information about the situation in the slums. We always fought with professional planners that want to plan our lives, now we can plan our lives by ourselves. Rose Molokoane lives in the 60 years old “Old Location” where she works with the federation for urban poor, Fed Up (http://www.courc.co.za/fedup.html).  The planners say “we see”, but they are blind. Even if we are fed up we will never sit down. We are poor and dealing with our poverty. At the end of the day we are poor. We encourage the women to think about more than the life of their husbands. We want to deal with the bureaucracy of the implementation. We are becoming unprofessional professionals! If we don’t tell you about the slum, you will never know it.
Let us not be as the Indians who waited 50 years after their government had changed. Let’s go fighting with our government at the table. Because fighting at the streets doesn’t solve anything.

No garbage in - no garbage out

We would like to turn the informal settlements into Hammarby symbiocities, manifests Maria Collison Ambassador at the Embassy of the Philippines in Sweden. We asked the Swedish Royal University College of Fin Arts (KKH) to make a presentation of heritage sites, to take care of the history and soul of our countries and to make a sustainable global society. We need to look with personal responsibility, opening the boarders for trade and work with depth.

Most of the land is owned by a few families

Working with people living at polluted sites in Payata we meet lots of tragedies, says Joselyn Cantoria from Bicol, the Philippines. The land in the Philippines is expensive and the foundation has started to help people to start their savings. We also build networks among poor persons and poor communities to make us stronger while negotiating with the government and to be by land for relocation. Almost no land is owned by the government, it is owned by a few families. The federation tries to negotiate with the CP organisation and to get lawns from the government to invest when land that has not been paid taxes for is soled by auction. 

Urbanisation rate and the rate of urbanisation

This city is made for cars, but none can afford to have a car! Winnie Mkwepatira tells us that instead of just sitting down and gossiping the women in Blantyre, Malawi, started a founding organization and common savings to afford good housing. We saved and could build some houses, we are still saving and building more houses. To pay back our lawns we started small businesses. Siku Nkoma explains that in Malawi the people living in the cities are considered as a minority. The country has great programs for the rural areas, and founding from SIDA, among others, goes to the countryside and consequently this is where the NGO:s goes to operate. David Satterthsweit from the International Institute for Environment and Development steps into the discussion.  We have a paradox, he says, that the international founding organizations doesn’t work with the homeless people federations directly even though they have better knowledge in housing and organization than the government.
Maria Lantz makes a parallel to the Swedish private housing “Egnahemsrörelsen” and the brick making and building of houses in Blantyre. She also tells us about the clever building with bricks pressed in a small machine and not burnt, the forest can be saved.
We are tying to build a library to keep our kids busy
Everyday when we wake up in the morning, we have to deal with the reality in the Favela. While walking to by our morning bread I and my 6 years old son meet drug dealers with machine guns and people using drugs. How do I convince my kid that they are not cool? Asks Sheila Maria Goncalez de Souza who lives in Santa Maria, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. How do I take my son away from this? How do I deal with my daily life, how can I make a difference? 
Drugs are the mail problem in the favelas. The lack of education and the promises from the government before every election, that never comes into reality made us starting a new school. 
This movement is housing families in the empty buildings

Before I started the homeless rootless movement I used to live on the street. Today I fight to give a root to the families that don’t have one, tells us. In Sao Paolo, Brazil, hundreds of families live in favelas, while at the same time lots of buildings in the city centre are abandoned and not used for anything. The facilities, jobs and public transport are found in the city centre. The fight continues my friend! To conquer you can not have barriers. 450000 flats are empty because the owners get bankrupt or can not pay taxes. Before occupying the houses we go to the tables of the government to tell that the houses are needed for homeless families. The government gives money to the local departments, but usually it doesn’t reach the people. This way the government bys the buildings and the occupiers pay rent to the government until the lawn is paid for. Then they own their own apartments.
The government has started to see us as a link to increase consciousness 

Let me tell you when we started a radio station as a tool to mobilize the citizens and create a better environment, says Helen Wanjiku from Koch FM radio station in Nairobi, Kenya. We wanted to create a megaphone to tell the stories from our area and to show our political struggle. Two women in their 80’s were raped by young locals. We have a society where young girls were raped day by day. We said, this is a new millennium, let’s create a new society. We started the youth program and since the last three years the Koch FM radio station. We have different programs discussing different problems. For example to say that women have the same rights as men, information on how to get the subsidies from the government, to educate children about their human rights. It has been a long struggle, it has been a long journey, but it is not the problems that bring us here but to share and contribute about what is already going on. We want to make a community enterprise and today we are 35 voluntaries working.
Seeing is believing, sharing is caring, we are the politicians

Rose Molokoane asked all participants; donate organisations, federations and citizens in the slums to sit down in an Open Space meeting to be able make a difference.

Why an art institution?

Maria Lantz told us how she in Bombay 2006 started to collaborate with SPARK making the Dahravi book. The most interesting with working through an art institution is that we don’t have an agenda. We don’t want to sell or apply something; we don’t even need to write articles or rapports to the media. We have passion, and by working with documentation and bringing the history into the present we could start to tell stories and listen to each other. Anna Erlandson continues, by stirring us up. We are all politicians, we are everyday making policies, taking daily decisions that are affecting the future. Today we invited persons from the parliament, a little closer to the formal power. But we are all politicians everyday by performing our political acts.

Something rare and beautiful happened at this meeting; the professionals and politicians were listening!

David Satterthsweit was asked to conclude the conference. He sums it up by stating that 1/6 of the human population lives in informal settlements. They don’t have a legal address witch means that they can’t vote, they can’t use public health care…because legally they don’t exist.

We have a system for aid to the rural settlements but are not prepared to work with the urban poverty. Informal cities exist because the formal system doesn’t let 1/6th of the humans in. The global nature catastrophes are more and more reason, 95 % of disasters in the urban areas hit the poor. SIDA has discovered urban poverty 20 years ago, they have a good program, but we have to continue the founding of grassroots associations and create founds that can be used when they are needed and not has to be spent in one year! You silly bloody buggers, do you think you can reduce poverty without us? The cultures and activities already exist in the slums, we don’t have to create anything, but support and develop what’s already there. What is a human right? Who needs to decide what has to be done? We need to let the people of the slums set the political agenda.
Let’s hope that this is the beginning of a beautiful friendship, as someone put it standing in  the stairs before leaving the building.

Best regards,

Sabina
